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From the Principal’s Desk 

Welcome back 

Welcome back to Term 4 2018. It feels as if we are flying toward Christmas and the end of the year with 
many activities in the school taking place. 

Staffing 

Welcome to Ms Claire Walsh, who is relieving as Head teacher wellbeing for term 4. Also, welcome to Mr 
Glen Duggan and Mr Warren Dryden who are covering classes for staff who are absent, Ms Louise McMillan 
our new SLSO and Mrs Roseanne Stanford who is relieving in the office. 

HSC Exams 

Our seniors are reporting mixed feelings about their exams but overall, I get the impression that they have 
felt well prepared and ready for the exam process and I have been proud of the resilience that several have 
demonstrated. I look forward to seeing their HSC results on Thursday 13 December. 

Front garden 

Amidst the drought, we are very fortunate to have had heavy rain in town. This, coupled with Steve 
Primmer's gardening genius and Keven Fuller's assistance, has meant that our front path roses have bloomed 
and they are gorgeous. If you get a chance, come and have a look. 

Basketball Court resurfacing 

The Basketball court in front of K block will be resurfaced this coming Christmas holidays. It will be resurfaced 
with synthetic grass and will include a grass chessboard. We will buy the giant chess pieces to go with the 
board for all those who love a game of chess. 
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Front of school refurbishment 

This was due to happen January 2019; however, it has been delayed as the architect who was in charge with 
drawing up the plans has now been seconded to other work. Assets Branch have now employed a new 
architect who will make a visit to the school in coming weeks. Once the plans have been drawn up, we will 
consult further with the school reference group, P&C and staff to see if it meets our needs. I anticipate that 
the refurbishment will take place early in 2019. Here's hoping. 

Staff Professional Learning 

Staff participated in two NESA workshops on Grading and Assessment this week. The workshops were very 
well received with more to come during 2019. 

Mobile phones 

It is timely to remind everyone that our CHS Mobile Phone Policy is 'Off and out of Sight'. Teachers have the 
right to expect that they can teach and students have the right to learn without distraction. I have an 
expectation that students will do as they are asked when their teachers request that they put their phones 
away. If they do not do so, this will be considered non-compliance. This may then impact their right/privilege 
to attend trips and representative sporting trips. 

Until next time........ 

Ms Dot Panaretos 
Executive Principal 

HSC Exam Countdown Begins 

On Thursday October 18th year 11 and 12 students from Coonamble High School gathered with mixed 

emotions outside the classroom at the Coonamble Ag plot waiting for the doors to open so they could be 

begin their first exam –English. Comments such as ‘I’m so nervous’; ‘I can’t remember anything’; ‘I feel sick’; 

‘just want to get it over and done with’ were audible. Our students along with over 70,000 others state-wide 

will test their retention of knowledge over the next few weeks and will no doubt heave a sigh of relief on 

November 9th when exams conclude. 

Good luck to you all for the rest of your exams. 

 



 

Term 4 – Week 2  Friday, 25th October 2018 

P a g e  | 3 of 11 
 



 

Term 4 – Week 2  Friday, 25th October 2018 

P a g e  | 4 of 11 

 



 

Term 4 – Week 2  Friday, 25th October 2018 

P a g e  | 5 of 11 

HOME SCHOOL LIAISON OFFICERS WILL INTERVIEW STUDENTS 

ABOUT LATE ARRIVALS 

 

In the next few weeks Home School Liaison Officers will be in the school to interview students whose 

attendance is of concern. This is part of an ongoing program to improve attendance and reduce truancy in 

the district. 

Parents, teachers and young people share concerns that students are at risk of being victims of crime when 

they are out of school during school hours. Frequent absences are of concern because they often affect a 

student’s ability to reach their academic potential and to maintain school friendships. 

The Education Act of 1990 states that it is the duty of parents and carers to see that their children of 

compulsory school age attend school on time every day the school is open for instruction.  

Some absences are unavoidable because of sickness, a family emergency, or attendance at a religious 

ceremony. All absences must be explained within 7 days. 

If you have any concerns about attendance or truancy, please contact the school on 68 221 522. 

Remember that ROLL CALL is at 8.55am each day. 

 

If students are late they need to either: 

 bring a note explaining their absence, OR 

 their carer should contact the school in person to explain the lateness, or  

 their carer should phone the school to explain the lateness 
 

Gillian McKenzie HSLO and Tammy Baker ASLO  Phone: 68 221 522 
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Contact Information 

Have you changed your phone details recently, home address, or even your email 
address? Please make sure you update your information for your child at CHS! We are 

particularly interested in your email address so we can send information to you 
directly. Your information will be kept private and only used for us to contact you. 
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