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From the Principals Desk 

This week is SASS Appreciation Week 

If you haven't already noticed, our school couldn't function without the support and hard work of our front 
office staff, our SLSOs, AEO, GA , Farm Assistant and our attendance officers. They are the backbone of our 
school. Without them we crumble! On behalf of the entire school community, we thank them for 
their commitment to the students, parents, community and staff of Coonamble High. 

Congratulations Maddy Jerrett!  

I am very please to announce that Maddy has been shortlisted to be on the NSW Regional Youth 
Taskforce. Applications for this taskforce were sought from children and young people aged between 12–24 
years living outside of Greater Sydney and the local government areas of Newcastle and Wollongong. The 
organisers received more than 300 applications statewide. 

The Regional Youth Taskforce advises The Honorable Bronwyn Taylor MLC, Minister for Regional Youth on 
issues that affect young people living in regional NSW. The taskforce will also have input into the way the 
NSW Government will act on these issues, so Maddy will have an extremely important role to play as a 
member of this group. 

mailto:school@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.coonamblehighschool.com.au/
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The group will advise the NSW Government on issues including the impact of drought, youth unemployment, 
mental health and drugs, lack of things to do, and difficulty accessing services. Taskforce members will be 
young people who want to make a difference, bringing their best and brightest ideas to solve local issues. 
 

If chosen, Maddy will be one of two young people from each NSW region. 
 

 
 

 

Until next time 

Ms Dot Panaretos 

Executive Principal 
 

Letter from Blackwoods – Congratulations Clontarf 

 Dear Principal Coonamble High School 

I wanted to let you know that joining our new Chief Executive Officer at the Ross Kelly Cup dinner was made 
even more special by meeting the students from the Coonamble Academy. 

The students were well mannered , polite , articulate and respectful and were a credit to those involved in 
their education and their personal development. 

We would be delighted to host the students for a site tour at any of our branches, and of course they are 
sought after School Based Trainees and employees once they graduate. 

Congratulations to Coonamble students and leaders  for their performance on the field of play , but also how 
they hosted us on their table, and represented the district , school ,academy and their families at such a well 
conducted, and inspirational evening . 

Regards 

Barry  

Barry Hoare 
Indigenous Engagement Manager 

Farm Assistant Position 

The Farm Assistant position will be advertised next week on the Jobs NSW website, there will be an 

information evening on Wednesday 4th September from 5pm – 6pm in the school library. Please keep 

watching our school Facebook page for more details. 
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CHS 2019 NSW Small School Champions 

After winning their regional rounds at Dubbo and the semi-final at Coonabarabran, CHS U16’s Rugby League 

Side earnt the honour of playing in the State final of the Small Schools Knockout in Bathurst at Carrington 

Park on Wednesday, 7th August. 

The boys loaded with all their Rugby League apparel and left Coonamble to attend the Single Cup on Tuesday 

6th August. The idea was for the boys to attend the Single Cup and help CHS participate in a range of sporting 

activities including bowls, soccer and basketball. The only stipulation was to forfeit the senior league match 

as the grand prize was focusing on the Small Schools Final the following day. At the completion of the Single 

Cup and some surprising results especially from the boys who participated in soccer the crew headed to 

Bathurst where we camped for the night in preparation for the game, which was to be the first game of the 

day starting at 9.30am.  

It was not surprising to see the outside temperature gauge go from a beautiful winters day of 19 degrees 

when we left Gilgandra, to 1 degree at 6.30 pm when we arrived at Bathurst. The boys went into camp, they 

ate and slept well ready for the big day. It was a 6am start, thanks must go to Damien Lee who was an early 

riser and had the boys up and ready for breaky by 7am, The whisper was that Damien wet the bed, however, 

we will leave that to the imagination. It was then down the street and around the corner to Maccas for 

breakfast. I was told then by a local, that the temperature was -4 degrees at 6am and would be 4 degrees by 

9.30am which was kick off time. After a delightful breakfast, we arrived at Carrington Park ready to take on 

the boys from Gundagai. There was conversation had on the trip down about the dog on the tucker box and a 

little history about Gundagai, it was surprising to hear the dog had been taken two weeks earlier and the 

thief was still at large.   

It was time for business. After a much sought after warm up and some softening of ice on the field, the boys 

were ready to go, or so I thought. Gundagai kicked off and guess what? Yes that’s right the ball was dropped 

from the kick off by CHS. Gundagai received the ball and attacked the CHS line. They had numerous raids on 

our try line and to the credit of our boys their defence held for at least 5 sets when Gundagai finally went 

over 15min into the first half. They kicked the goal the score 6-0 to Gundagai. After more mistakes from our 

lads Gundagai were again attacking our try line, again the defence held strong and CHS eventually had a good 

ball set attacking the Gundagai line. With 4 min to go in the first half and a strong raid by our props Josh 

Forgione and Jermaine Thurston up the middle corridor, Mitch Cleary threw a quick wide ball to our winger 

Ngaarruu Turnbull who scored out wide. The conversion was unsuccessful score 6-4 Gundagai. CHS received 

the ball from the kick off and on the third tackle Kyle Wiggins beat 5 or 6 defenders and sprinted 60 metres to 

score under the posts, The goal was successful score 10-6 to CHS at half time. The second half was all CHS. 

Stephen Parry Leonard scored eight minutes in beside the posts with great lead up work from Mitch Cleary 

and Kyle Wiggins. Five minutes later Logan Dewson crashed over from dummy half under the posts , Stephen 

Leonard converted the goal CHS 22-4. CHS were next to score again, Mitch Cleary with a little show and go 

ran through the defence to put the ball down beside the uprights. Leonard converted to make the score. 28-4 

to CHS. Gundagai scored two late consolation tries but were never a real threat in the second half, final score 

CHS 28 Gundagai 16. Mitchell Cleary received the CRL player of the game award and he was followed closely 

by Harry Heaney who tackled all game and Josh Forgione who worked very hard in the middle of the ruck. 
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Congratulations must go to all boys who were part of the squad on their performance in, and winning the 

State Final. The State Champion Shield will be hung in the new office block of the High School for the next 

twelve months. A big thank you must also go to Sparra Dewson who was the trainer, Adam Cohen and 

Clontarf for their support and travel assistance and Miss Panaretos for her support of the students to 

participate. 

Paul Cleary 
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BAC on top at Ekka 

Coonamble High’s Bovine Appreciation Club has taken out the prestigious Interschool Herdsman award at the 

Royal Queensland Show last week. 

The prize is awarded to a school team based on presentation of students and cattle, teamwork, cleanliness of 

workspace and quality of their display. In presenting the trophy, the judge commented on the hard working 

nature of the team as a whole, and was impressed with the work that had gone into the display. 

As part of the competition, schools are required to assemble a 3mx3m display area to promote Agriculture and 

their School. With Mrs Fester taking the reins of “display boss” this years display really went up a notch. She 

was able to co-ordinate woodwork classes, led by Miss Solomon with her own sewing efforts and research from 

Agriculture classes to incorporate a clear picture of how the drought is affecting the Coonamble Shire with 

some excellent models of a ruminant digestive tract and a cow delivering a calf. 

Students manned the display at all times, fielding questions from the public about all things Agriculture and 

Coonamble and the shone in this role. 

In the show ring, Dave Ibbott reaped the reward for persistence with his heifer Vovo claiming 5th in a massive 

class of 27 heifers. Logan Dewson and his Limo steer Anzac were close but not close enough settling for third 

in the heavyweight junior steer. 

There was also plenty to smile about in the carcass section, with a lovely little Charolais steer called Vanilla, 

bred by Bob & Bev Hogland right here in the Coonamble Shire winning the lightweight MSA eating Quality 

award. Delicious is clearly a habit, with Oreo, a Speckle Park steer claiming the class 7 eating quality award 

from 47 competitors. 

Finally, Colin, a limousin cross steer came third in class 6 middleweight. 

These results are extremely pleasing, given the ongoing dry conditions engulfing Eastern Australia, and is 

testament to the hard work of the students and army of volunteers that work tirelessly behind the scenes. 
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